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Yacht Club, London, Tuesday, October zgth.
News of Austrian separate demand for armistice yesterday
afternoon.   I heard a newsman in Oxford Street cry : " Eveniri
News.   Last edition.   All abaht it.   To-night's and to-morrow
night's too.   Only one German left."
Committee meeting in the morning at which I preside.
About 30 present. Masterman insisted on the dangerousness
of our handling and spreading documentary peace terms which
the Government had approved but would not publicly approve
and certainly would not publish. Suppose these came out.
He called them Trinitrotoluol. He didn't seem to see that this
was one of the essential, primary risks that a Ministry of In-
formation must take.
Yacht Club, London, Wednesday, October 30$.
I was summoned to Beaverbrook yesterday. He was in bed,
bandaged, depressed, having been told by the doctor in the
morning that he had septic poisoning. When Lady B. and
Needham had left the room, he began to smoke and to talk
intimately, and said: " You know, Arnold, my life has been
all crises. I was worth 5 millions when I was 27. And now
this is a new crisis, and it's the worst." However, he cheered
up. Bonar Law came in and was very courteous and cautious
to me. He said his sister had been a very great and constant
admirer of mine, but since " The Pretty Lady " she had done
with me.
Beaverbrook's resignation in the papers. I got instructions
to carry on.
Yacht Club, London, Thursday, October yist.
Beaverbrook was as bright as anything yesterday.   He was up,
laughing, and had had news of a quack doctor who had cured
someone with the same disease as he has.   (Nobody, however,
knew what the disease was.)
Dined with M. at Barrie's and saw his Lutyens room. Good,
short dinner. He told me that he didn't smoke till 23, and
that he wrote " My Lady Nicotine " before he had ever smoked.
He said when he first came to London, he dined on 2d. a day
(four halfpenny buns or scones) for a year, eating them in the
street, and ate little else. He wrote about two articles a day
and sold about one in six. He found at the end of the year
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